
 

 

 

 

JEDI Moonshot Conference 

Speakers&Moderators Bio 

 

Christian Angermayer, CEO & owner of Apeiron Investment 

Christian Angermayer is a serial entrepreneur and investor. He is the owner of Apeiron 

Investment Group, his family office and merchant banking business, which focuses in 

Germany and Africa on Financial Services (especially fintech), Internet and Technology (from 

ecommerce to deep tech), Life Sciences, Media, Real Estate and Natural Resources. Apeiron 

completes deals across the entire lifecycle and balance sheet of a company, from non-listed 

Seed/Start Up investments to larger scale Restructuring and Special Situations deals (mostly 

listed). 

Twitter: @C_Angermeyer 

 

Jacques Attali, President of Attali & Associés and of Positive Planet 

Foundation 

French economist, writer and senior civil servant. Former advisor to François Mitterrand and 

then president of the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD). Has 

chaired the Commission for the Liberation of French Growth. He founded Action contre la faim, 

EUREKA and Positive Planet. 

Twitter: @jattali @PositivePlanet_ 

 

Nicola Beer, Vice President of the European Parliament 

Nicola Beer is a German political woman, member of the Liberal Democratic Party (LDP). She 

is currently Vice President of the European Parliament and Deputy Federal Chairperson of the 

LDP. Prior to this position, she had been Minister of Education and State Secretary Europe. 

Twitter: @nicolabeerfdp  

 

Ernesto Ciorra, Chief Innovability Officer 

Ernesto Ciorra began his career as a partner at the consulting firm Busacca & Associati, 

helping telecommunications businesses in a number of innovative projects. In 2003, Mr. Ciorra 

founded the consulting firm Ars et Inventio, which he headed until taking up his current position 

in 2014. He supported the planning of the Chief Innovation Officer Function at leading firms 

around the world, coming up with innovative ideas that have since become popular worldwide. 

Twitter: @ernestociorra @EnelGroup 

 

 



 

 

 

Vincent Charlet, General Delegate of La Fabrique de l’Industrie 

Vincent Charlet devotes himself to the analysis of public systems and change management. 

He first participated in discussions and initiatives aimed at renovating the research and 

innovation system in France. He notably directed the FutuRIS project, a forward-looking 

operation supported equally by the major private R&D players, public research establishments 

and the State, from 2006 to 2011.From 2011, he participated in the creation of La Fabrique 

de l'Industrie, a think tank of which he is the general delegate. La Fabrique publishes scientific 

analyzes on the performance, transformations and strengths of industrial companies and on 

the working conditions of those who work there. 

Twitter: @VincentCharlet @LFI_LaFabrique 

 

Bob Coecke, Professor of Quantum Foundations, Logics and Structures 

Bob Coecke is a Belgian theoretical physicist, professor of Quantum Foundations, Logics and 

Structures at Oxford University, and a pioneer of categorical quantum mechanics, ZX-

calculus, DisCoCat natural language meaning and quantum natural language processing. He 

is also Senior Scientific Advisor for Cambridge Quantum Computing Ltd. 

Twitter: @coecke @UniofOxford @cambridgecqc 

 

August Cole, co-author of Ghost Fleet 

August Cole is an author exploring the future of conflict through fiction and other forms of 

“FICINT” [Fictional Intelligence] storytelling. His talks, short stories, and workshops have taken 

him from speaking at the Nobel Institute in Oslo to presenting on future warfare at SXSW 

Interactive to lecturing at West Point. With Peter W. Singer, he is the co-author of the best-

seller “Ghost Fleet: A Novel of the Next World War” (2015) and “Burn In: A Novel of the Real 

Robotic Revolution” (2020). Peter Singer and August Cole collaborate on future projects 

through Useful Fiction, a consultancy. 

Twitter: @august_cole 

 

Thomas Courbe, Directeur Général des Entreprises 

Thomas Courbe is an engineer general of the French Armament Ministry and has held a 

variety of positions, first at the Ministry of Defense and then, since 2002, at the Ministry of 

Economy and Finance. Between November 2010 and May 2012, he was Chief of Staff of the 

Secretary of State for Foreign Trade and Deputy Director of the Cabinet of the Ministers of 

Economy, Finance and Industry. Since July 2018, Thomas Courbe has been Director General 

of Companies. He is an Officer of the Legion of Honor and an Officer of the National Order of 

Merit. 

Twitter: @T_Courbe @DGEntreprises 

 

 



 

 

Patrick Destremau, Director of the Institute for Higher National Defense 

Studies and Higher Military Education 

Patrick Destremau is a General of the French Army. Throughout his career, he has alternated 

between positions of responsibility in staffs or operational commands and training periods. 

From 1984 to 2000, he held numerous operational positions, in Sahel and Central Africa, in 

the Balkans and in the South. He is in his current position since September 1, 2018. 

Twitter: @P_Destremau @IHEDN 

 

Gabi Dreo Rodosek, Executive Director of CODE 

Gabi Dreo is the Executive Director of the Research Institute CODE, holds a Chair for 

Communication Systems and Network Security at the Bundeswehr University Munich, is the 

Coordinator of the EU H2020 project CONCORDIA and has several (super-)advisory 

mandates. Besides, she is a member of the WEF GFC on Cybersecurity and a member of the 

Digital Council of the German Ministry of Defence. 

Twitter: @gaby_dreo 

 

Jeremy Farrar, Director of Wellcome 

Jeremy Farrar is the Director of Wellcome, a global charitable foundation which supports 

science to solve urgent health challenges. Jeremy Farrar’s whole career has been dedicated 

to protecting and improving global health. As a researcher he specialized in infectious 

diseases, and he has published more than 600 papers. He spent 18 years leading the Clinical 

Research Unit at the Hospital for Tropical Diseases in Vietnam, where he made many pivotal 

advances in the understanding of diseases, as well as helping to train scientists from across 

South-east Asia and beyond. He joined Wellcome as Director in 2013. Furthermore, as part 

of the response to the Covid-19 pandemic, he is a member of the UK government’s Scientific 

Advisory Group for Emergencies, the UK Vaccine Taskforce and the Principles Group of the 

ACT-Accelerator hosted by the World Health Organization. 

Twitter: @JeremyFarrar @wellcometrust 

 

Camille François, Chief Innovation Officer at Graphika 
Camille François works on cyber conflict and digital rights online. She currently leads 

Graphika‘s work to detect and mitigate disinformation, media manipulation and harassment. 

She was previously the Principal Researcher at Jigsaw, an innovation unit at Google that 

builds technology to address global security challenges and protect vulnerable users. She has 

advised governments and parliamentary committees on both sides of the Atlantic on policy 

issues related to cybersecurity and digital rights. She served as a special advisor to the Chief 

Technology Officer of France in the Prime Minister’s office, working on France’s first Open 

Government roadmap.  

Twitter: @camillefrancois  @graphika_NYC 
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Christopher Harper, former Air Marshal at the British Royal Air Force 

Air Marshal Sir Christopher Nigel Harper, KBE RAF is a senior Royal Air Force officer, who 

served as the UK Military Representative to NATO and the EU  from 2011 to 2013 and as 

Director General of the NATO International Military Staff from 2013 to 2016. He was previously 

Deputy Commander Allied Joint Force Command  at Brunssum in the Netherlands (2009–11), 

and Air Officer Commanding No. 1 Group in the UK (2007–09). 

 

Matt Hepburn, Vaccine Development Lead, Warp Speed, USA 

Dr. Matthew Hepburn is currently the Vaccine Lead for Operational Warp Speed.  Prior to this 

position, he served as the Joint Project Lead, Enabling Biotechnologies for the JPEO CBRND 

defense.  In this role, Dr. Hepburn was responsible for establishing a ‘start-to-finish’ capability 

to develop vaccines and therapeutic solutions against current future biological threats. 

 

Christel Heydemann, Executive Vice President Europe&France 

Operations, Member of the Executive Committee of at Scheider Electric 

Christel Heydemann began her career in 1997 with the Boston Consulting Group. In 1999, 

she joined Alcatel where she held various positions of responsibility, in particular within the 

framework of the merger between Alcatel and Lucent. In 2009, she negotiated a strategic 

alliance with HP in the United States before being promoted in 2011 to General Manager of 

Human Resources and Transformation and Member of the Executive Committee. In 2014 she 

joined Schneider Electric. 

Twitter: @Cheydema @SchneiderElec @SchneiderElecFR 

 

Thomas Jarzombek, Federal Ministry of Economy and Energy delegate 

for the digital economy and start-ups, and federal government coordinator 

for aeronautical and space affairs 

In 2005, Thomas Jarzombek was elected to the parliament of the Land of North Rhine-

Westphalia. He was then political media spokesperson for the Land CDU parliamentary group 

as well as for the youth group. Since 2009 he has been a directly elected member of the 

German Bundestag. In 2017, he was appointed federal coordinator for aerospace. In 2018, 

he was also appointed Commissioner of the Federal Ministry of the Economy for the digital 

economy and startups. 

Twitter: @tj_tweets @BMWi_Bund 

 

Marie-Paule Kieny, Director of Research at INSERM 

Marie-Paule Kieny is a French virologist, vaccinologist and public health expert who chairs the 

French Covid19 scientific Council on the vaccine. Currently director of research at Inserm and 

chair of the board of directors of the Drugs for Neglected Diseases initiative (DNDi), she is the 

recipient of the 2018 Inserm international prize. 

Twitter: @mpkieny @inserm 



 

 

Serge Leef, Program Manager in Microsystems Technology Office, 

DARPA 

Serge Leef joined DARPA in 2018 as a program manager in the Microsystems Technology 

Office (MTO). His research interests include computer architecture, semiconductor intellectual 

property and cyber-physical modeling, among others. He is also interested in the facilitation 

of startup ecosystems and business aspects of technology. Serge Leef came to DARPA from 

Mentor, a Siemens Business where from 2010 until 2018 he was a Vice President of New 

Ventures, responsible for identifying and developing technology and business opportunities in 

systems-oriented markets. 

Twitter: @DARPA 

 

Jean-David Malo, Director of the European Innovation Council 

Jean-David Malo joined the European Commission in 2001. From 2011 to 2013 he 

managed a newly created unit in DG Research and Innovation, the main objective of which 

was to contribute to increase private finance and close market gaps in investing in research 

and innovation. Appointed as Director for Open Innovation and Open Science in 2017, he 

designed/launched and/or expanded initiatives such as the European Innovation Council 

(EIC), the VentureEU Initiative, the RDI dimension under the European Fund for Strategic 

Investments (EFSI), the European Open Science Cloud, the long-term sustainable 

investments for Research Infrastructures, the monitoring of the ERA Roadmaps, the 

transposition of Plan S principles. Since June 2019, as a follow-up of the European Council 

request to immediately set up the EIC, he was appointed as Director of the EIC Task Force.  

Twitter: @JeanDavidMALO1 @EUeic 

 

Daniel Metzler, Co-founder & CEO of Isar Aerospace 

Daniel Metzler is Co-Founder and CEO of Isar Aerospace, a Munich based company 

developing orbital space launch vehicles. The team aims to lower the barriers for commercial 

space access for small satellites and satellite constellations through rocket production 

automation and is backed by investors such as former SpaceX VP Bulent Altan, Earlybird and 

Airbus Ventures. Daniel previously led a team of 40 students at the rocketry research group 

WARR developing sounding rockets. Next to his studies in mechanical and aerospace 

engineering he also developed multiple web services. 

Twitter: @danielmetzler @isaraerospace 

 

Matthias Niessner, Co-founder of Synthesia 

Dr. Matthias Nießner is a Professor at the Technical University of Munich where he leads the 

Visual Computing Lab. Before, he was a Visiting Assistant Professor at Stanford University. 

His research lies at the intersection of computer vision, graphics, and machine learning. In 

total, he has published over 70 academic publications, several of these works won best paper 

awards. His academic Youtube channel currently has over 5 million views. In addition to his 

academic work, Prof. Nießner is a co-founder and director of Synthesia Inc., a brand-new 



 

 

startup backed by Marc Cuban, whose aim is to empower storytellers with cutting-edge AI-

driven video synthesis. 

Twitter: @MattNiessner @synthesiaIO 

 

Philippe Notton, CEO of SiPearl 

Philippe Notton, has built up outstanding technical expertise in the multimedia, semiconductor 

and security fields. He successfully led MStar Semiconductor's set-top box division to become 

number 3 worldwide and number 1 in Asia for pay-television semiconductors. He was then 

appointed to head up the Consumer division at ST Microelectronics, specialized in designing 

chips for decoders and integrated circuits for specific consumer applications. In 2017, Philippe 

Notton joined the Atos Group to set up the European Processor Initiative consortium, which 

won the European Union's call for proposals in December 2018. Philippe Notton is now 

General Manager of the European Processor Initiative and he founded SiPearl in June 2019, 

which designs high-performance, low-power microprocessor for the European 

exascale supercomputer. 

Twitter: @SIPEARL_SAS 

 

Franco Ongaro, Director of Technology, European Space Agency 

Franco Ongaro worked at ESA HQ on the Columbus project in 1987 and then moved to 

ESTEC in 1988 in the Netherlands as Head of the Columbus Payload Interfaces Unit. He was 

shortlisted as candidate in the European astronaut selection of 1991. He then held numerous 

important roles at the ESA: General Studies Program Manager, Head of the ESA Advanced 

Concepts and Technology Planning Department, Head of the Telecom Technologies. He then 

came back to working at the ESTEC as a professor and as a Director of Technical and Quality 

Management. Since 2017, he is the ESA  Director of Technology, Engineering and Quality. 

Twitter: @esa 

 

Raffaele Mauro Petriccione, Director General, European Commission, 

DG CLIMA 

Raffaele Mauro Petriccione joined the European Commission in September 1987, where he 

worked in trade policy since then, covering a wide range of activities and negotiations. From 

2014 to early 2018, he was Deputy-Director General of DG Trade, responsible for trade 

relations concerning services and investment, intellectual property, public procurement, agri-

food and fisheries; trade relations with Asia, Latin America and countries of Africa, the 

Caribbean and the Pacific. Then he served as Chief Negotiator for the EU-Canada 

Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement (CETA); the EU-Vietnam Free Trade 

Agreement; the EU-Japan Economic Partnership Agreement. 

Twitter: @EUClimateAction @EU_Commission 

 

 



 

 

Taavi Roivas, Former Prime Minister of Estonia & actual Chairman at 

Auve Tech 

Taavi Roivas is currently the Chairman of Auve Tech (Autonomous vehicules and smart 

transportation), a company specialized in the development and manufacturing of self-driving 

vehicules and autonomous transportation systems. Prior to this position, Taavi Roivas was an 

Estonian statesman, member of the Reform Party of Estonia (ERE) and Prime Minister from 

March 2014 to November 2016. 

Twitter: @TaaviRoivas @AuveTech 

 

Thomas Sattelberger, former HR director at Telekom AG 

Thomas Sattelberger is a German manager, business economist and politician (FDP). From 

2007 to 2012 he was the HR director of Deutsche Telekom AG and Continental AG. He has 

been a member of the German Bundestag for the FDP since October 2017. 

Twitter: @th_sattelberger  

 

Arthur Sauzay, Contributor to the Montaigne Institute on space issues & 

Lawyer at Allen & Overy 

Arthur Sauzay contributes to the Montaigne Institute on space issues and is also an energy, 

environment and space lawyer at Allen & Overy. He has developed expertise in environmental 

law issues as well as the regulation of certain sectors, such as energy and space. He advises 

his clients in their relations with the authorities and assists them in administrative litigation, 

before national and European courts, as well as before independent administrative authorities. 

Twitter: @ArthurSauzay @i_montaigneEN 

 

Daniela Schwarzer, Executive Director for Europe and Eurasia of the 

Open Society 

Daniela Schwarzer is a renowned expert in European affairs and international relations. Prior 

to joining Open Society, she was Director of the European Integration Department at the 

German Institute for International and Security Affairs since 2005. Before, she worked for the 

FT Deutschland, as a columnist and correspondent in France, after being in charge mission 

then director of the information department for the Association for the European Monetary 

Union in Paris. She is co-founder of www.eurozonewatch.eu and of the European Political 

Economy Review. During the period 2007-2008, she was a member of the "Europe" working 

group of the White Paper Commission on Foreign and European Policy of the French Ministry 

of Foreign Affairs, as well as a guest researcher at IFRI in Paris. 

Twitter: @D_Schwarzer @OpenSociety  

 

Marietje Schaake, Director of International Policy at the Cyber Policy 

Center at Stanford University 



 

 

Marietje Schaake is the international policy director at Stanford University’s Cyber Policy 

Center and international policy fellow at Stanford’s Institute for Human-Centered Artificial 

Intelligence. She was named President of the Cyber Peace Institute. Between 2009 and 2019, 

Marietje served as a Member of European Parliament for the Dutch liberal democratic party 

where she focused on trade, foreign affairs and technology policies. Marietje is affiliated with 

a number of non-profits including the European Council on Foreign Relations and the 

Observer Research Foundation in India and writes a monthly column for the Financial Times 

and a bi-monthly column for the Dutch NRC newspaper.  

Twitter: @MarietjeSchaake @Eurasiagroup @StanfordCyber 

 

Katrin Suder, Chairperson of the Advisory Council on Digitalization to the 

German Federal Government 

Katrin Suder is Chairperson of the Advisory Council on Digitalization to the German Federal 

Government. From August 2014 until April 2018, she served as State Secretary for the 

German Federal Ministry of Defense. From 2000 to 2014, she worked for the management 

consulting firm McKinsey & Co. In 2007, she became head of McKinsey's Berlin office, and in 

2010 she was put in charge of their Public Sector Practice in Germany. At McKinsey, Suder 

oversaw consulting projects at the German Federal Employment Agency, a number of federal 

ministries, as well as leading European companies in the telecommunications, software and 

information technology sector.  

 

Hans Uszkoreit, Scientific Director at the German Research Center for 

Artificial Intelligence 

Hans Uszkoreit is a German AI researcher specialized in language and knowledge 

technologies. He lives mostly in Beijing now where he is the co-founder and scientific leader 

of the Artificial Intelligence Technology Center and the Chief AI Advisor of the Lenovo 

Corporation. He is also still working for the German Research Center for Artificial Intelligence 

as a Scientific Director with a focus on China cooperations and smart data projects. 

Furthermore, he is a Principal Investigator of the Berlin Big Data Center, and of the German 

Smart Data Forum in Berlin, of the  Cluster of Excellence MMCI, and of the Collaborative 

Research Center 1102 at Universität des Saarlandes in Saarbrücken. On a small scale, he is 

still teaching and supervising students as Honorary Professor of the Technische Universität 

Berlin Technische Universität Berlin. 

Twitter: @hansuz @DFKI 

 

François Véron, Founder & Managing Partner of Newfund 

François Véron’s early career included working at the French Ministry of Finance and in 

corporate functions at Casino, a French food retailer.  He joined the VC world in 1999 and 

invested in CDiscount, Allociné, Direct Energie and Xilam Animation, among others. He 

launched Newfund in 2008 with Patrick Malka. Newfund is a French investment fund based in 

Paris and San Francisco that has invested over 120 companies in software (Aircall, Zinier), e-

http://www.tu-berlin.de/menue/home/parameter/en/


 

 

services (Jobijoba, 1001Pharmacies), fintech (Limonetik, Trade it), medtech (Medtech 

Surgical, In2Bones), and industrials (V-Motech, Tageos). 

Twitter: @Newfund 

 

 

 


